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 In a room at the high-security women’s prison in Swansea, a door slides open. A woman stands behind it. “Hello, are you Ms
Indira?” the prison officer asks. Indira does not respond. “Please come in,” says the officer. The officer points to an empty
chair. “She’s busy,” the officer says. The door clicks shut. Indira Datar’s eyes are shut tight. Born in 1967 in Tamil Nadu in

South India, Indira had an idyllic childhood. The eldest of four children, she grew up on the side of a rice field, with many cows
nearby. “We lived like a bird in the sky,” she says. One day when she was 11, Indira saw a man beating her younger sister. The
man, it turned out, was Indira’s brother-in-law. A year later, he would kill her sister. When Indira was 16, her father died and
she became the main breadwinner for the family. She took on the role of cook and mother. “I lived like a princess,” she says.

But Indira’s next door neighbours, a couple, were quite different. They were cruel and violent, so she decided to move away. But
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the man followed her. “He tried to rape me,” she says. She went home and told her mother. She was told to say no more about it
and her brother-in-law was sentenced to two years in prison. She returned to the neighbours, but the man was not there. “I was
scared. He knew where I lived,” she says. “He was really smart.” She ran and hid in the forest, but the man caught up with her.
She recalls the sound of his feet on the ground. “I heard that sound. I felt I was going to die. I knew he was going to kill me. He
was a big man.” She was terrified, but she dared not cry out. “I had to do something,” she says. “I was thinking, he’s going to kill

me.” The man grabbed her hair and began to beat her. She fought 82157476af
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